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Know Your Soil 

WHY? 

• Make informed fertilizer and soil amendment choices.       

• Diagnose and correct plant problems.  
• Learn about a new garden or growing area. 
• Enhance plant growth. 

WHAT?  – Performing a soil test 

• Soil pH 
• Full nutrient analysis soil test 

HOW TO COLLECT A SOIL SAMPLE? 

• Tools needed 

• Collect your soil sample from the area of the soil where the plant roots will grow. About 6 to 8 inches deep is 
good for most garden plants. 

• Remove any roots, grass or mulch from the sample for the most accurate test result. 

• On a budget? Collect soil from different areas of the garden and mix together into one soil sample. This will 
give you an overall idea of your garden soils. 

• Trying to problem solve or fine-tune? Collect soil from individual garden areas and test each area separately. 
Make sure to name your samples and make a map so you can match the results with your garden! 

HOW TO INTERPRET? 

Resources: https://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/pub/ec-1478-soil-test-interpretation-guide 
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