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SATURDAYS IN THE GARDENS

HOLLINSHEAD COMMUNITY GARDEN 05/10/2025 
 

GROW YOUR OWN SUN-RIPENED, JUICY TOMATOES  

Selecting Tomato Types 

Choose tomato seeds that have the least number of days to maturity (when the first fruit ripens) listed on the 

packet. Colder evening temperatures delay plant growth and fruit maturation, so add a minimum of 10 days to 

2 weeks to the number of days to maturity listed on the seed packet. 

 

Determinant: bushy plants need less support; tomatoes ripen at about the same time; can be grown in 

containers or in the ground. 

 

Indeterminant: taller, wider plants must have support; tomatoes ripen over a longer season; better for growing 

in the ground. 

 

Semi-determinate: have a growth habit between that of indeterminate and determinate types.  

Timing for Planting 

Plant seeds indoors early March. Plant tomatoes outside as small plants (called “starts”) when the soil 
temperature is at least 55℉ and nighttime temperatures are above 45℉. In central Oregon, although there is 
no true frost date, we recommend planting in the second week of June and having frost protection in place.  

Soil Preparation 

Tomatoes are not fussy about soil type, but they grow particularly well in a garden loam containing a fair supply 

of organic matter. The soil should be only mildly acidic, with a pH of 6.0 to 7.0.  Add an all-purpose fertilizer in 

the bottom of the planting hole at planting time and around the plant about every 3 weeks until tomatoes 
ripen.  

Plant Supports 

Most tomato plant diseases come from the soil. It's important to use a support structure to keep the leaves 
and fruit off the ground. 
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SATURDAYS IN THE GARDENS

Pruning 

Determinate: remove any side shoots that appear below the bottom flower cluster. Leave all side shoots above 

that point, as these will bear fruit. 

 

Indeterminate: remove the side shoots in the leaf axils for larger fruit production and earlier fruit ripening. 

Inspect the plant every 7 to 10 days and pinch off the side shoots (using your thumb and index finger) as they 

emerge right at the base. Remove the tip of the main stem(s) about 1 month before you expect the first frost. 
This will stop further vegetative growth and allow the plant to ripen its existing fruit. 

 

Semi-determinate: treat the same way as indeterminate but retain more main stems. 

Harvest 

Harvest tomatoes before they are completely ripe. Harvest unripe tomatoes when outdoor temperatures go 
below 50°F. It is best to keep tomatoes out of refrigerators. Store semi-ripe to fully-ripe tomatoes at 50 to 55°F. 
Mature green tomatoes should be ripened at 65 to 70°F.  

 

 

 

 

Resources: https://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/pub/ec-1333-grow-your-own-tomatoes-tomatillos 

 https://extension.oregonstate.edu/imported-publication/tomatoes 

 https://extension.oregonstate.edu/news/help-your-tomatoes-stand-tall-diy-tomato-cage 
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