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SATURDAYS IN THE GARDENS

Hollinshead Water-wise Garden    May 10, 2025 
 

Planting Perennials from Pot to Ground  

 

1. Water the Plants - Water the perennials you will be planting before you start digging any 

planting holes. 

2. Dig the planting hole twice the width of the plant root ball, but no deeper than the plant is 

planted in the pot.  

3. Fill planting hole with water and allow to drain.  

4. Carefully turn the pot upside down and slide the root ball out before setting plant in planting 

hole. a. Gently untangle the root ball with your fingers to fluff out the roots. b. If the plant is 

root-bound after removing it from the pot, cut or unwind any roots growing in a circular pattern.  

5. Position the plant in the planting hole so the crown of the plant is at ground level.  

6. Carefully backfill the planting hole with the soil that was excavated. When the hole is halfway 

filled, water to help settle the soil. Finish filling the hole, gently firming the soil around plant. 

7. Water the newly planted perennial. Soak soil thoroughly, so that water so that water soaks as 

deeply as the root ball and eliminates air pockets.   

 8. Keep newly transplanted perennials well-watered for the first few weeks. Water deeply to 

saturate the entire root ball and establish good contact between the roots and the surrounding 

soil.  
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